Neighborhood Roundtable Minutes
January 10, 2013
1:00 p.m.


The meeting was called to order by Administrator Beverly P. Johnson.  Mrs. Johnson thanked everyone for coming.  She stated that the meeting would cover a lot of subjects.

She stated that the department needs to know what each neighborhood association is doing so that our staff will know how to interface with the citizens and serve them better. She also stated that she would like for the neighborhood associations to share information about activities that are coming up so that they may be included in the Common Ground newsletter.

Mrs. Johnson asked each person present to state their name, the name of their neighborhood association and to list any concerns or make comments.

· Ms. Jessie Phillips of Menlo Park Neighborhood Association stated that their main concerns were for the neighborhood children. She stated that there was a lack of activities for the children. She stated that they were interested in having back to school and after school activist.
· Mr. Estell Torrey of Battery Heights stated that in December they hosted and Christmas party and will be planning a block party in the future. He further stated that they were interested in having stickers to identify the residents of the neighborhood.  He also stated that street repairs needed to be made in the area (Fairview, etc.).
· Ms. Minnie Darden of Orchard Knob Neighborhood Association stated that they would like to have speed control devices and to have curfew enforced for children.
· Ms. Georgia Eastman of Meadow Brooks Heights stated that they would like to have some of the streets repaired and help for seniors to assist them with maintaining their properties.  She stated that they recently received a “no outlet” signed installed at the entrance to their neighborhood. She added that their neighborhood uses a telephone tree and email to keep their neighbors informed.
· Ms. Heidi Hefferlin of Southside Cowart Place Neighborhood Association stated that they had a “between the streets” block party where they block off the street and had tables running down the street and had a potluck dinner in October.  She also stated that they are implementing a pocket park next to Battle Academy so that they neighborhood can have a park and the school can have an outdoor classroom.  She stated that they are still raising money for this project and currently need fill dirt. They have already raised approximately $38,000. She stated that they are putting together a notebook to help other neighborhoods that may be interested in implementing a project like theirs. They would also like to have speed control devices to help slow down the traffic in the neighborhood.
· Ms. Jacqueline Dowell, Ms. Benda Hammond and Mr. Curtis Hammonds from Washington Hills Neighborhood Association stated that they had their Christmas party last year and had over 200 people attend; their membership is approximately 150.  She stated that they would like to increase membership.  She also stated that their neighbors are interested in participating in the World Changers program.  The neighborhood would also like to have some speed control devices installed to slow traffic and would like to have sidewalks installed.  They are also like to have some streets paved; it is believed that these streets may be on private property, but the residents are creating “mud holes”.
· Mr. Clarence Williams of North Brainerd Neighborhood Association stated that they would like to have a neighborhood watch program in the area to help deter vandalism.  They would also like to have the Dalewood sign upgraded to an LED display sign.
· Mr. Lamont Vaughn of Orchard Knob Neighborhood Association stated that they would being hosting a “spring clean” and will also be participating in National Night Out.  He also stated that they would like to have brighter street lights and more police visibility to help deter crime.

Mrs. Johnson stated that our department would take their concerns to the appropriate departments or organizations to help address their concerns. She stated that our staff may be contacted at any time with any concerns that they may have.

Mrs. Johnson introduced Vanessa Jackson, Program Coordinator for the Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development.  Mrs. Jackson is the staff person working with the World Changers Program for 2013.

Mrs. Jackson gave a brief overview and history of the World Changers program, which is a partnership with the City of Chattanooga Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development and the North American Mission Board of the South Baptist and Lifeway Student Ministries. She stated that the World Changers will be in Chattanooga for two weeks, from July 8 to July 20, 2013.  The theme is Change the City/Change the World. The application period is from January 14 through March 14.

The World Changers program provides free minor repairs to the homes of qualifying residents.  To qualify residents must be:
· 62 years old or older; OR
· Disabled; AND
· Own and reside in the home that is to be repaired; AND
· Low-income according to HUD guidelines; AND
· Have City and County property taxes paid (current through December 2012); AND
· Have not received home repair assistance from the City of Chattanooga or Chattanooga Neighborhood Enterprises’ Weatherization Program in 2010, 2011, or 2012; AND
· Have not received roofing and repair assistance from the City of Chattanooga (World Changers) or Chattanooga Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) in 2010, 2011, and 2012.

Ms. Jackson stated that the first technical workshop will be held on January 30, 10:00 a.m. at City Hall.  The second workshop will be held on February 5th at the Avondale Recreation Center. More workshops will also be scheduled. For more information regarding the World Changers program, Ms. Jackson may be reached by calling the City of Chattanooga Department of Neighborhood Services at 423-425-3700 or www.chattanooga.gov

The next Neighborhood Roundtable meeting is March 13, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.
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