Neighborhood Roundtable
May 9, 2012
1:00 p.m.


The meeting was called to order by Beverly P. Johnson, Administrator, Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development.  Ms. Johnson thanked everyone for coming and made announcements. 

National Night Out has been moved to the month of October; hopefully more information from the police department will be available at the next meeting.

The City has recently implemented a graffiti removal program. If you have graffiti on your property or if you know of graffiti in your neighborhood, call the 311 Call Center and the property owner will be contacted to voluntarily allow the city to remove or paint over the graffiti.  If the property owner does not voluntarily comply, the complaint is converted into a code violation for further action by this department.

Fred Houser announced on behalf of the Gang Task Force Committee, the launch of The Future Is Ours, a gang prevention and intervention program, on Saturday, June 2 at 12:00 p.m. at Carver Recreation Center.  The community celebration will include a peace march, press conference, entertainment, booths, and family outing where each family can bring their own grill.

Ms. Johnson stated that the roundtable topic is a study that is being conducted by the Ochs Center to obtain input from the community regarding their personal experiences and issues with gangs. Roundtable attendees were divided into five focus groups. The facilitator of each group led the discussion for their respective group. Some of the major themes discussed in the focus groups were regarding the extent of the gang problem in the neighborhood, the evidence to substantiate the conclusion of gang prevalence in the neighborhood, quality of life issues affected by gang activity, and solutions needed to make a positive impact on young residents. The session lasted until 2:30; participant input will become part of the study that is to be completed in August.

Ms. Johnson introduced Dr. Ken Chilton. Dr. Chilton thanked NSCD for their support and devoting the neighborhood roundtable time to the Ochs Center. He stated the focus groups. All opinions expressed in the focus group are kept confidential. Feedback from focus groups is what the community needs to do to address gang problems.  

The next Neighborhood Roundtable is Wednesday, July 11, 2012 in the Mayor’s Conference Room, Third Floor, City Hall.
