Neighborhood Roundtable Meeting
July 11, 2012
1:00 p.m.


The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Beverly P. Johnson, Administrator, Department of Neighborhood Services and community Development.  Mrs. Johnson thanked everyone for coming and made announcements.  Mrs. Johnson introduced Carolyn Johnson, Drivers Education Coordinator, and Sgt. Wayne Jefferson, Chattanooga Police Department.
Ms. Carolyn Johnson stated that there is no longer a driver’s education program offered in schools.  In the past 25 years, Hamilton County has seen an increase in the number of teen traffic incidents.  Ms. Johnson shared some sobering statistics:
· More teens die in car crashes than from anything else – including drugs, street violence and illness combined.
· Nationwide, each year more than 5,000 teens (ages 16-20) are killed in passenger vehicle crashes.
· 3 in 10 teens will be involved in a crash in their first year of driving.
· Per mile driven, teen drivers ages 16-19 are four times more likely than older drivers to crash.
· Teens’ immaturity and inexperience can cause an inability to anticipate and recognize dangerous situations.
· Between computers, IPods and cell phones, teens spend the majority of their days focused about 12 inches in front of their noses. There is simply no awareness of activity 500 feet in front or behind.
· Multi-tasking is the normal state for most teens.

Ms. Johnson stated that some steps to take to help teen drivers stay safe is to have graduated driver licenses and provide drivers education.  

The City of Chattanooga’s Driver Education Program combines the resources of the Photo Enforcement Program, Traffic Engineering Division, Chattanooga Police Department, Parks and Recreation Department, and the Education, Arts and Culture Department to offer an affordable opportunity for City residents, ages 15-22, to participate in a professional defensive driving course, funded through photo enforcement revenue.  Participants pay a $50.00 enrollment fee and receive:
· 30 hours of classroom training led by state certified instructors from Haman’s New Drivers.
· 2 afternoons a week (3 hours per class) for 5 weeks or 4 consecutive Saturdays (7 ½ hours per day) of instruction at selected City community centers.
· 6 hours of behind-the-wheel training individually scheduled with the instructor.

Guest speakers also address the class about drunk driving awareness and the costs associated with it, dangerous distractions, safe navigation around railroad crossings, and testimonials from peers.  For each student who successfully completes the course, Chattanooga’s Photo Enforcement Program pays the $300 balance of the course fee.  Concentrated course with 30 classroom hours in one week are available during Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring Breaks.

Ms. Johnson stated the program has had 1,103 graduates in just 2 ½ years. The savings for these drivers includes $374,150 in drivers education tuition, $197,765 in car insurance premiums, and most importantly countless saved lives and prevented property damage.
Community Centers that host the classes also receive benefits from the program including new audio/visual equipment, renewed focus in neighborhood “ownership” from participants, and the opportunity to expose students to other program offerings at each site.

Those interested in receiving information or participating in the Driver Education may contact Caroline Johnson at 423-643-5950.

Administrator Johnson thanked Ms. Johnson for her presentation and introduced Sgt. Jefferson to discuss National Night Out.

Sgt Jefferson stated that National Night Out – America’s Night Out Against Crime will be held Tuesday, October 2, 2012. The event, which was previously held in August, was changed by police departments in Tennessee to have cooler weather for the festivities.  The purpose of National Night Out is to strengthen neighborhood spirit and partnerships with police, generate support and participation for anti-crime programs, heighten crime and drug prevention awareness, and send a message to criminals that neighborhood want their communities back.

Piney Woods and Oak Hill neighborhood association will host this year’s kick-off event at 5:00 p.m.  Each participating neighborhood hosts its own festivities.  Most events are held between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. and usually include activities and refreshments.  Sgt. Jefferson stated that groups are encouraged to participate in the event and to send their finalized plans to him.  The information is compiles and disseminated to the department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development, Mayor’s Office, City Council and other city departments. Neighborhoods in each police sector are chosen in rotation to host the event.  

The 2013 kick-off location will be chosen in Sector 2; anyone interested in having their neighborhood association host the event or for more information about National Night Out in general is encouraged to contact St. Jefferson at Jefferson_wa@chattanooga.gov.  More information about National Night Out may also be obtained from the National Night Out website, www.nationaltownwatch.org.

The next Neighborhood Roundtable is September 13, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Mayor’s conference Room, Third Floor, City Hall.
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